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ARMEN TAKHTAJAN AND
THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA
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Armen Takhtajan’s old and close relations with the Medi-
terranean area and its plants are an aspect of his expertise
that is often neglected, given the universal character of his
interests and achievements. I first met Armen during the
First International Symposium on Balkan Flora and Veg-
etation in Varna, Bulgaria, in June 1973 (Jordanov & al.,
1975). 1 shall never forget (nor did he, during his lifetime)
the hearty links then established. They were at the root of
Armen’s early involvement with OPTIMA (the Organisation
for the Phyto-Taxonomic Investigation of the Mediterranean
Area), founded the following year with Armen as a member
of the first International Board. It is no coincidence that the
invitation to hold the First OPTIMA Meeting (September
1975) in Crete was presented to the OPTIMA Board by a
delegation of Greek botanists, and joyfully accepted, during
the XII International Botanical Congress in Leningrad, of
which Armen was President.

Armen, Nora with Lorna and Oleg Polunin in Bulgaria, 1973

To Varna, I had brought with me a one oka (c. 1.5 1)
bottle of Macedonian tsipouro (a spirit resembling grappa),
the strongest I could find in Thessaloniki, allegedly with
70 % alcohol content. This came in handy during the post-
congress excursion when, arriving in Bakovo, we found the
hotel bar and all taverns closed. We were a small group,
including Armen, Hasse Runemark, and Jaakko Jalas, to kill
that bottle during a night of high spirits, at the end of which
Armen was admitted as an associate member of the arcane
Aegean Academy of Sciences, on the grounds that, even if
he had never botanised in the Aegean area, he had at least
crossed it by boat, bound toward the Black Sea, and that he
had successfully undergone all other mysterious admission
trials. Armen later pretended that the tsipouro in question
was the worst spirit he had tasted in his lifetime — but
he said it with that marvellous, characteristic smile of his,
shimmering from his eyes but appearing to have its roots
far behind, deep in his profound and profoundly humorous
Armenian soul.
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E. TZ. GABRIELIAN

TWO NEW SPECIES OF AMBERBOA
(ASTERACEAE, CARDUEAE) FROM CENTRAL ASIA

Two species of Amberboa (Pers.) Less. new to science are described
and illustrated. A. takhtajanii, collected in Zaisanian salt steppe (m.
Ashutas) in East Kasakhstan, is related to A. turanica Iljin, but differs by
the shape and size of leaves, involucre and phyllaries. A. gubanovii was
collected in East Kopetdag (Turkmenistan) and is related to A. amberboi
(L.) Tzvelev, distinguishing though by the leaf shape, glabrous involucre,
the shape and size of phyllaries and slightly radiant marginal flowers.

Asteraceae, Amberboa, taxonomy, new species, m. Ashutas,
Kopetdag ridge

Qupphtigwi k. 8. Wdpkppnuyh (Asteraceae, Cardueae) tipljni iinp k-
uwl] Ghyppniwluit Qupwyhg: Ljwpugnywd b ghyinieyub hwdwn bpyne
anp yptuwly Amberboa (Pers.) Less. gtnhg: 4. takhtajanii (pbuwyp hwjuwpyud
E Uptnbpuwd Ywquiupuith Quyuubyub wnnipuyht puthwugpuithg (Wni-
quuuu uwp), npp wqquyhg £ 4. turanica 1ljin (pivwht, vwuyb qruppbipgmd
E yppptbitinh, thwpwpngh tit thwpwpengh phpptnh dtiny e dtdnigjudp: 4.
gubanovii phiuwpn hayuwpyuwd E Wptibijjub Unytipnunhg, npp wqqujhg £
A. amberboi (L.) Tzvelev piuwyhb, uwuy b ypupptipgnud £ ptiptaph atiny,
utipy thwpwpengny, thwpwpengh ptpptph atiing te ddmpjudp, tqpuyht
dwnhyutiph Jurnigguwdpny:

Asteraceae, Amberboa, lpwpqupwhniganil, hnp pluwlhbn, Qonipwu
uwp, Gnwloapnwn (knhwpnpw

FaGpuaasu J. I, IBa HoBbiXx Buaa AmGepGoa (Asteraceae,
Cardueae) u3 lentpanbuoit Asun. ONUCAaHO JIBA HOBBIX [/l HAYKH
Buna pona Amberboa (Pers.) Less. A. takhtajanii co6pan u3 3aiicaHckoit
crenu Ha cononuakax (r. Amyrac) B Boctounom Kasaxcrare u 6osee uiu
menee cOmmxkaercs ¢ A. turanica lljin, otryasics opMOH U BEJTHUHHOK
JIUCTBEB, 0GEPTKH ¥ JIMCTHKOB 00epTKu. A. gubanovii cobpan B Bocrou-
nom Konernare, 6musox A. amberboi (L.) Tzvelev, otanyasich popmoit
JIUCTbEB, FOJOH 00epTKOH, (OpMOH U pa3MepaMM JUCTHKOB 00epTKH, a
TaKXe eJlBa YBeJMUYeHHBIMH KPaeBbIMU L[BETKAMH.

Asteraceae, Amberboa, cucmemamura, Hosvte 8udst, copa Auymac,
xpebem Konemdae

Amberboa (Pers.) Less. is not a large genus, but from
the point of view of taxonomy and nomenclature it is very
complex. The species of this genus were placed in a vast
genus Centaurea L. (Linnaeus, 1753: 909, Willdenow, 1803),
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Fig. 1. Holotype of Amberboa takhtajanii (ERE).



